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| AS it is [aid wato ibis day 3 becauſe wee are a ro 
CR proverbs arcſhore and pithy, - ſo 
the betrerremembred, and. therefore the. Lord 
ſerreth this marke upon it : whence by the way 
we obſerve, Thar ſpeciall paſſages of Gods pro- 
vidence ſhould not be forgotten. 

And therefore it is the. manner of the Lordia 
ſuch paſſages of his providence, to make ſongs of | 
| them-: andſo hath it beene likewiſe-the practice 
of-che Loxds people: to turne ſuch things into 
ſongs, which they would not forget, as we ſee at 
the. Red Sea, andinthetime of Debora ; and ſo- 
did ateſes, when he would have ſamethings to be 
remembred of the children of Iſrael, helete them 
aſong- ſodid David likewiſe, who for the re- 
membrance of the Lords goodnefle, made many 
Pſalmes.ofthankſgiving, - | 

Now a proverbeis muchof the ſamenature,but 
itis ſhort,and makes a greater impreſſion,andther- 
. fore this great matterhere ſer forth by it,is the diſ- 

penſation ofthe Lords providence. | 

_ "Whereinnote weeinthe firlt place, That the 
\Lord willbe ſeen; why, what ſtrange thing is that? 
the Lord is ſeene every where of us, arid makes | 
-himſelfe continually viſible nnte us. T, þut this is| 
another kinde of fight, which is notin a generall 
manner to bee bcheld, butin his ſpeciall provi- 
d:nceto his ſervants intheir affliQtions. 

The {econd thing 1s, The time when hewill be 
ſeene; that is, 1»the Mownr: that is, when things 
ate brought to an extremity,when wethinke there 
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i580 more helpenor hope, that is the time when 
the Lord will be feene. "_ 
Now the ſcope ofthis place-is, tohelpe us a- 
oein(t diſcouragements, when wee ſee itgoe hard 
with the Church rhar there is no hope for them, 
for thenwe are not to diſtruſt, Becauſe i» :hemonnt 
will gþe Lord be ſeene, indiftriſe will the Lord ſhew 
himſelfe 3 and therefore you are to take heed of 
diſcouragementsthatyon leavenortyour hope, for 


.|then you take away indevour, and ſo Gods cauſes. 
fallro the ground, and thereby the Lore'is forſa-| 


kenofus ; forit is eur hope that ſets all aworke, 
and the want of hope makes us turne our backes; 


therefore we ſhould ſtill maintaine our hope in all 
extremities whartſocver, for when the Lord ſends 
any afflitions on the Church or our ſelves, wee 
ought not to deſpiſe-or make lighe of them, be- 
cauſe they arcthe meſſengers ofthe Lord,to hum- 
ble us 2:fo we muſt noton the other fide liave the 
linewegpfour ſoules looſened by them ; for as 
weare notto deſpiſe the Chaſtening of the Lord, 
ſo are wce not to faint when wee are rebuked of 
him; for in the Mount willtheLord be ſeene : that is, 
Xisathing rhat the Lord will uſually doe, not at 
this xime when thou wouldeſt have him,buteven 
when Abraham was fetching theblow,then to ſtay 
his hand : And itis his uſuall courſe ſo te dee;and 
therefore it isturncd into a proverbe, becaitle it is 
ordinary. . | | 
Secendly,we have ordinary uſe of it,and there- 
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Lord uſually brings usintoextremities.z and that | 


into aproverbe,forthatis the uſe of ſhort ſentences 
ro be cafily carricd inthe memory ; and therefore 
the Lord hath thus turned it : As mendoe by their 
Silver,they change it into Gold: that it mayywith. 
the more caſe be carried, 

Now io cometo the words ; out of which wee 
may learne,Thatit s Gods uſuall manner to bring hu 
children to extremities. Theexamples are ſo many 
in Scriptures, and in @ur dailyexperience of this, 
that wenecd notinſift onthe proofe of it, but pro- 
ceedtoſhew the reaſons thereof; 


And the firſt cauſe why the Lord doth lo uſu- 
ally doe it, is, When hcebringsafflictions on his | 
 children,he lets.it runnealong till they may thinke 
there is no more helpe;nor hope, thatſo it may be 
an afliaionrothem for ir would not bean affi- 
cion,except & did runne ontothe uzterm8t3 points 
for if there were/any doore for us to getgur,wee 


were not-compaſſed about ; but whena mati'hath 
no gapto goe out at, that is it thar makes the ſpirit | 


[ 


of a manto finke. Ifa man were ina ſmoky houly | 
hi | 


andbada doore open,it were nodifficulty for 
[:0 ſhift himſclfe our of it ; but when wee are 


up, that is it which makes it difficult ; and thax i: 


might beſo, the Lord ſuffers ir rocome to an cx: | 
| Secondly, The Lord brings us toan extremity 
 becanſe the Lord mightbe ſoughtto , forſolong 
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{as the Creaturescan doe usany;good, we will goe 
no further ; bur when they-fule' us, weeare ready 
6s lookeup tothe Lord + As iris with'men-which 
areon the Seas, - when they are-'ih-an extremity, 
choſe that will got . pray" ar any other time, will 
pray now, and beeready:tofay with theſe in the; 
Prophet Hoſea 6:1.) Come andlet ut r6/urne wats the, 
Loyd; for be hath torne,andbe wilt heale is ; he hath! 
[mitten and be willbind «s ap: and the reaſon: ts, 
becauſe where the Creature ends,the Lord muſt” 
beginne, otherwiſe there" canbee!mo helpeatall., 
And hence it'is thatat the time'of death, 'when a 
manonce-ſees that, and hath no'deliveratice;! it 
quaileth the ſtouteſt ſpiritsthat are':-as Saw/when 
hee could ſee nothing but death betore him, then 
hefanke downeto: the-ground, and till then tlie 
Lord-is not ſought to; but in' th:ir xfflictions they 
will ſeeke mee}, ſaiththe Lord ; becaule then they 
can goeno whereelfe, * Thetefofewhen a maryis 
{brought to ſay; vaine is the helpe of man, then he 
willlooke to the Lord for his helpe ; bur till 
then, man is ſubject to laoke round on every lide 
to ſceif therebee anythatwillhelpe:iÞut when 
there is none, thenhe ſeeckes ito the -Lordand is 
delivered. -* AN . +426 
Thirdly, the Lord doth it, becauſerhathereby 


miy have allthepraiſe for 6therwile ifthere be 

but a little helpein the Creature, wee areready 

many times toaſcribe itall to#; -orat Raſt eo 0. || 
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be the helper, thatwhen wee are delivercd; hee.) 
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| Gideon, 1nd 7 «2 T__ that arewith thee ere too 


| againſt, yerthey were too many tor Gideon to have 
*| acknowledged the hand of the Lord in it, if hee 
{ ſhould have had: theviRary with them: But, the 


| arme lyes naked, asitwere z and therefore chat ir 


Becauſe wee 


videthe prayſe ; -and therefore tho Lord ſaid to | 


”aby : though indeed they were but few in com- 
pariſon of the multituge' which: they were to goe 


Lord will aot divide his glory with another, and 
therefore he will bring aman tothe ſtreight to be 
wichautall hope,'-that-ſo hee may have all the 
praiſe ; for wheneher meanes concurre with his 
helpe,thenir is divided ; *bur without thar, his 


might bce knowne,. hee. brings them. to extre- 
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Feurthly, the Lerd deth ir, becauſe all that 
wee have, wee might have as a new gitt : There- 
forethe-Lord ſuffers us, asit were, to forfeit our 
| Leaſes, that heemay.renew them ;. otherwiſe we 
ſhould thinke our ſelves to bee Free-kolders, But 
when we come to ſ{eeall 2one,our health, wealth, 
and creditto-faile us, and in that extremity the 
Lord to; give it us,/'it-isa$athing givenona new | 
gift, akd thea we take our Life as given againe of 
the Lord : and ſoinany other ftreight,whea there, 
is no helpe of marrleft, then weetake it wholly | 
from the Lord; and thea wee give, it tohim a- 
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| teach-usby-Experience to know him. 


Ry here ſome man will be ready to oy,why 
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| ds 
cannotthat be without theſe extremities? - 
Tothjs Fanſwer, You muſt know when a man 
gots 0 ina conrle, without any troubles,or chan- 
ges, hisexperience is to no purpoſe for hee hath 
no greatexpericnce of the Lord : But whenammn' 
isSin tribulation, that brings experience; andcx- 
perignce, hope ; for it is another-kinde of exper;- 
ence that is ſo. learned; than that which comes 


. jir bee learned by experience. And therefore :our 
Saviour Chriſt himſelfe. that had all knowledge 
char:could be had without this, 'would have this | 
alſoof-experience likewiſe ; for whena man isin 

ttremity, then ſhall hee have experichce of thef 
Lord . Andthereforcitis laid of: Aavaſſes, when 


hoxghnowthat before? No; notas now hee did; 
farnow hee knew the Lord by experience : and þ 
the wantof this is the cauſe why. many feare not. 
God; for, becauſe they have no;changes, they 
know him: not by experience, and therefore they: 
feare hinanot. And for this cauſe, whenthe Lord | 


without it : and indeed nothing is well learnedaill |- 


| hee was,in affiition,and had prayed tothe Lord, 
[hwabling binsſelfe,and was reftored, that be knew | | 
thekieordw as Ged, 2 Chron. 33.13. Why, did-hee| , 


didever manifeſt himſelfe in anyſpeciall manner 
to any of his people, ye ſhall ſee ir alwayes-to-be 
upan ſome great change-that: befell them :.-As 
whenacob was forced toleave his fathers houſe, to: 
flyc fromhisbþrother Eſau, then did the Lord n 


ſolikewileat his returning homeagaine; when 
is 


gy manifeſt himſelfe-unco him; | 
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| change, thenthe Lord appeared ro him againe - 
| ſo ftill n the great changesof his people doth 
| the Lord appeare unto them.z/ and as hee did to | 
| tus goodnefſe; which that hemay doc, he brings 


Reaſt6, 


T his ſonne Jaack for hisfake, therefore he lers himq 
| ringhis ſorme'z forif the Lord had * taken : hisq | 


| very utmoſt; he had not beene trycd ; but whert|, 
- {rcheknife was as it were going tothe throat of his |. 


| this doewedeale with friends one towards ano- | 


| muſtdoeit, or none will, then have you trycd 


| youre Abtilantinthis place;2t 5 Ho 


| his brother Eſas came againſt him with fourchun- 1 
dred men! to deſtroy. him, which was a gteat 


;them'in former dayes, fo he dothtous naw , hee! 
doth appeareuntous ſamerimesby experience of 


US tO:Extremitils. | 

i Laftly, the Lord doth ir for proofe and tryall, 
for ſo itis ſaid inthe beginning of this Chapter, 
God did prove Abrahams and therefore {aid; unto 
him, Take now thineonely Sonne Tſaack whom thou f | 
loveft,andoffer bins up on one of the mountaines whith | 

1 ball ſhew thee: Now ſeeing the Lords intent | 
 wasto prove him wherher hee would part-with 


20etothe very place and utmoſt period of offew 
tryall of him before hee had brought him tothe | - 


ſonne, then was hee fully cryed : Andlike unto | 


ther;for when you will try how another will truſt | 
unto you; you will lethim alonerill rhere be none 

el{cto help;forifthere be any other for himrogo 
ro, it is nottyall; burifiris cometothis that you 


him-and not before © in likemanner didthe Lord þ 
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The Utſe of itis, That we might learne never 
to bediſcouraged ; whatſoever our caſe is, letus 
neverſuffer onr hearts to be caſt downein us ; for 
as Wee are yery prone to let goe our hold upon all 
!occafions, ſois it a very great fault ſo ro dac. We 
ſce how David doth recollect himſelte together 
| when his ſoule was diſquieted within him, asking 
|himlclfe why itwas ſo ? which hee would not 
have done, if the other had not beenea faulr in 


| ſhim; and therefore why doe wee fſocaſt downe | 
| our ſoules > It we ſay, itis becauſe itwill be long | 


before the Lord will come and undertake our 
helpe : Ianſwer,no,it will not;for as ſoone as he 
dothſce thee fit for helpe, hee will giveit; for 
whenrhings are moft deſperate, thcn his helpe is 
neareſt : foras he is able then to doe it, ſois hee 


1s that place, Hcſc14.4 ,5,6+1 will heale their backe- 
ſliding, 1 will love them freely, for mine anger u tur- 
16d away from them. 1will be as the dew to Iſrael, 
he ſhall zrow as 15e Lilly, and caſt forth bis roots at 
Lebanon - his branches fhall ſpread, his beauty ſhall 


[{rael was fallen into a very low condition, and 
hadta'-en to him words, and repented of their 


which was the cauſe of their miſery : -and then 
though they were outwardly miſerable, yet hee 
will beas the dew unto them;thatthough they be 
as the Lillies in winter which hath neither colour, 
ſcent,ner beauty, yet confiderin the ſpring time 


be as this Olrwv:, and bu ſmell as Lebanov. When | 


moſt willing todoeitthen. And to this purpoſe | 


tiancs, then the Lord healed their back-fliding | 
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, what I doe ants them, and learne to know me by 
| the workes of nature ; forif I doe but ſenda little 


dew,ſuch as isinthe time of ſpring, it (hall grow 
againe, yea and bring forth ſuch a lower, whoſe 
beauty thall exceed Sa/omweninall his Royalty:and 
it che Lord can doe ſo in nature. to the hearbs of 
the field, doz younotthinke he isable to doc it to. 
you in the ordinary paſſages of his providence ? 
If hee ſhall but ſhine on you with the lightof his 
Countenance, yea though you wereas the Lilly |* 
inthe Winter, yet ſhall you ſpring againe as the |: 
Lilly in the Spring-thar is,you fhall ſpring quick- 
ly. Ibutyou will ſay, andquickly wither againe: 
| No, ſaith the Lord, you ſhall be confirmedand e- 
Rabliſhed in youreſtate, for he will faſten your 
roots as the trees of Lebanon, and they.were fa- 
ſter than the trees in other places ; for though 
they be tall; and ſorheir boughes mighr be mo- 
ved, yetthe badiesof the trees hold their owne, 
becauſe they were well rooted : and in Lebanon, 
they werefaſter chanin other plac*s,becauſe it was| 


| a.firmerground : fo thatif the Lordliſt ro plant 
you, youtſhall be ſure to remaine firme.] but what 
{hall I be good for 2 I know not how to be uſefull 
neither for God nor man, but to. bee laid aſide as 8 | 
thing for whichthereisno more uſe. Nay, faith 
the Lord, I willnot onely make you beautifull as 
the Lillies, and rooted as the Ccdars, but I will 
makeyou as the Olivetrees which are fit for uſe, 
And put the caſe thy name and credit be loſt,yet- 
your {mel[[ ſhall beasthe ſmell of Lebanon, that 


is, 
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is, as Lebanon had many ſweet blofloms and 
ſweet ſmels, ſoſhall it be with you, whatſoever 
your condition be, 


couragements, which you may ſce exemplified in 
divers examples: As inthe example of 706 : you 
know in whata caſe hee was, hee loft all he had, 
that he had not a friend left him ; no,not his wife 
aor ſervants that would ſticke unto. him, but was 
brought to the very Mount, toan extremity that | 
could not goe further, for he wasatthe very brim | 


ofthe hill - yetwhen 7b was fit for mercy, when 
he had humbled himfelfe, you ſee whar a change 
the Lord made, how his beauty did returne againe, | 
and how all his health, proſperity, and friends did | 
returneunto him, infomuch as he was in all things 
as before, yea and beyond it. So in the fourth of 
Daniel 26,who would have thoughtit poſhble for 
Nebuchadnezzar evet to have beene reſtored, that 
had loſt his kingdome and wits too, which is the 
onely meanes to bring a man in againe z yea, hce 
had loſt #11 his beauty, for hee wasa beaſt of the 
held, 'yetthe Lord made a change with him: now 
3man would wonder how this thould be brought 
ro paſſe that he ſhould have his kingdome a- 
oaine, and be made kaowneto his Nobles ; why 

the Tex: ſaith, Hee looked up to beanen,werſ.34.and 

chen his Nobles and Princes ſoughtunto him-for 

the diſpoſition of a:l people is to have the right 

heire rorule the kingdome z and thereforehe had 


as much glory and honour as ever before. The 
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| This placethen isa place of comfort againſt diſ- | Examples, 
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be lewes in | like you fhall feein agordecayestime, when the 


Church wasin extremity z for you ſee how farre 
H iman went,theblow was as It were 1n the giving, 
the knife was 11 his hand to cut the throat of the 
wiole Church of the Jewes, yet when they had 
humbled themſelves by faſting and prayer to the 
Lord, that made worke in heaven, and when there 
was a change inheaven, youſee how quickly the 
Church was changed, and brought even from the 
lowelt degreeto. the higheſt that could be, orcver | 
was intherime of their trials. And therefore let 
asnever give over our hopes,and deſpairenot, for 
becauſethe Lord is ever ready to ſhew mercy, for 
mercy pleaſeth him : A man when he corrects his 
childe, he doth. it unwillingly ; but whcn he is fit 
formercy, he is gladto ſhew that : why ſoit is 
with the Lord, he being willing to doe ir, and ex- 
ceedingable, forhee is a Phyficianthat is able to 
heale the moſt dangerous diſcaſes, and ſhall wee 
then doubt of the accompliſhment? Ir is a com- 


monfault amongftus.to meaſure the Lord accor- 


ding toour ſclves;and ſo when weſce man cannot; 


helpeus, we thinkethat God cannot ; but he thar 
can turne W inter inte a Summer, can ſpeedily 
eurne our eſtates when we are fir for it: As a Phyſi. 
cian that adminiſters hard potions to his Patient,ir 
isnot becauſe he cannot or will not give him plea- 
ſantthings, bur it is becauſe his Patient is not fit 
for it, foras ſoone as hee is firfor Cordials, hee 
molt willingly-gives them unto him : And as the 
Husbandman, hee is willing cnough to lowe his 


ſced! 
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ſced inthe earth, and would bee glad if rhetime 
were come; [ but hee knoweth if hee ſoweiton 

che wilde waſte ground it would be loſt, and cher- 

forc he-plowes it firlt, and againe roo, yeathrice if 
it be needfull, andthen having well fitted ir, hee 

{owes his ſeed: Evenfſo it is with the Lord, hee 

firlt plowes the ground, he digges deepe into the 

hearrs of men if it be needfull ſo to doe, but if a 

lircle plowing will ſerve, he never takes a deeper; 

andif one will ſerve,” hee never-gives a ſecond, 
and therefore whenweare fit to- receive the ſeed, 
mercy thill come in amaine amongſt us, even as 

rhat which goes with wind and tide; yea, it ſhall 

come as faſt as our miſery did, which though it 
comes headlong upon us as itdidupon Xebuchad. 

#ezzar, yethow quickly did the Lord deliver him 

againe © and ſoſhallit bee with us, becauſe the 

Lordis delighted with mercy, thereforethe Lord 

doth ufually helpe in extremities, and not before 

for in the hunt willthe Lord be ſeexc. 

And asthe firſt DoQrine is drawne naturally 
from theſe words, That it &« Gods nfualt manner t0 
bring his children into the Mount; ſo inthe ſecond 
place,then and there will he be ſcene: Tixerefore 
it followes, Fhat | 

In the time of extremities will the Lord be ſeent,apd 
zot before : But then he will appeare ;n his ſpeciall | 


nor before, 


| this is the beſt way to draw forth the praRice of 
Qs many 


And why ſo © Firſt, becaufethe Lord knowes | 


Dodr.2. 

Reaſons why 
God will not | 
be ſceneril] Gag 
extigmities - 


providence, forthe comfort of kisChildren;thogh | are, 
I 


Toexerciſe 


the graces © 
your Gcd by 
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many graccs,and good duties, which otherwiſe 
would be without uſe - As-for example z When 
{acob had made his brother Eſau his enemy by his 
haity getting of the blefling, whereas if hee had 
{tayd che Lords time, he might have had ic with- | 
out any ſorrowes withit, but becaufe he will have 
it a wrong way, it 1s acconapanicd with many ſor- 
rowes both in himand Rebecca likewiſe : Now if 
the Lord had preſently made reconciliation be- 
ewixt him and his brother, as hecould havedone, 
though hedid nor, bur madeitlong firſt,tharmade 
lacob exceeding fruitful ;-ifor hee being cauſed to 
to flye, as his mother counſelledbim to doe,in his | 
| necefliry became acquainted with the Lord; and 
knew him betterthan ever otherwiſe hee ſhould 
have knowne him: yea, he knew humſelfe better 
00, and therefore vowed to give the Lord the 
tenth of all thathe had, and chat the Lord ſhould 
be his God forever it hee would give him Food 
and Clothing, of which he felt theManrar that 
[time ; andthis brought his heart ro” the Lord - 
| So likewiſe when Eſau cameagainſt himathis re- 
' turning home againe ; 1f ar the firſt it had beene 
{told 7acob that his brother had beene friends with 
| him, he had never wreſtled withthe Lord as hee 
; did 3 and ſo ſhould he have miſled of that great 
| bleſſing which hereccived in being called 1ſrael. 
| And therefore wee ſecthe Lordby this doth draw 
{many great fruirs from them, of which other- 
[ wiſe the Lord ſhould loſe the glory, and wee the 
| benefit, if itwerenot ſo with us. So _—_— the 
neel 
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I but if the meflage had then beene delivered to 
him, his heart had not beene ſo well moulded in 
che frame of grace, therefore the Lord lets him a. 
lone ; though he had giventhe Angell charge to 
deliver the meſſage to him, yer till he had done 
his worke, and was made fic for it, the meſſage of 
| _ rfull deliverance wasnort made knowne unto 
im. 

A ſecond reafon why the Lord deferres,- and 
will ſtay till the very cxtremiry comes, is, Be- 
cauſe he would give atime to men to repentand 
meet himin, which is good for his Children, 0- 
therwiſe we would nort{eeke untothe Lord : and 
for ſuch as doe not feeke him, iris to leave them 
without excuſe : asin Chron.1 1,12, Chapters,you 
ſhall finde that Roboarm ſought the Lord for three 
yearcs together, andthen departed from him, yet 
Shiſacke was not ſent againft him till the fifth 
yearc of his reigne. Whencethis isto be obſer- 
ved, thatthough he had forſaken the Lord, who 
therefere had reſolved to bring judgement upon 
him, yer he gives him two yeares liberty to ſee if 
hewould returne. So when Nebuchadwez=ar was 
like a flouriſhing tree, when hehad dreamed his 
dreame, and thatmade knowne unto him, that he 
ſhould becut downeto the veryreot;ike the lilly 


- — 


Angell was ſentro D anje! when he beganto pray: 


in winter, nothing ſhould be lett bur the ſtumpes, 
yet you fhall finde it twelve moneths afrer before 


rafalem by NebachadnezFar, the Lord was often- 
times 


the Lord ftrucke him. So inthe deſtruction of Je- | 


Reaſ. 2. 
To pive time 
of repentance 
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Though God 
defer (ll cx. 
rremiry,yce 
thenhe will 


ſure)y belpe- ns delivertill chen, yer then he will doc it, and 


:imes offer;ng to ſtrike it, yet called backe his 
handagainthatthey might humble chemſelyes and 
ſecke his face - butas ir is ſaid of 1ezabel in the 
[ccond of the Revelations ,verſe12. be gave her time 
19 repent but ſhe repented not. 

Thirdly,the Lord doth not delivertill thetime 
of extremity,that we may know the vanuty of the 
creature, And ſee that they are butas reeds that are 
empty : as for example, when a man 1s brought ro 
ſome great ftreight,and ſecs that men will torſake 
him in it,as the Lord will cauſe them ro doe when 
Nc will bring a manto aſtreight indeed, forthen 
he will ſhew him that there is no helpe in man ; as 


| when a manthar is ſicke, and fo farregonethat no 
phyſicke will doe him good, bur all Phyſicians 


have lefthim ; or when a man hath ſome great 
buſineffe in hand, and nothing that he harh wall ef- 
fe it; and ſolikewiſea man at Sea, when hee is 
infucha tempeſt that neither rowing nor anything 
elſe will doc him good,then when men are in ſuc 
caſes, they come to ſce the vanity of the creature, 
and that all outward meanes will ſtartaſide like a 
broken bow ; for a broken bow being drawne but 
alittle, will hold, bur if it bee drawae up to the 
head, thenit breakes inthe hand of himrthat han- 
dlcsit: Eyen fo, whenrhe cxcarure is pur to it, 
thenthe vanity of themiis ſcene, and thatthey are 
but as hollow recds that are empty, and ſo not bee 
trufted to. 


| 


Now wemuſlt addeto this,thatas the Lord will 
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of that you muſt make no doubr, becauſe the | 
Lord will make good his promiſes and bce juſt, | 
tor he is abundant in truth, hee will make good all | 
tharhe hath ſaid, and thatin abundance. Now if 
the Lord will helpe, and yetnortill a man come | 
[& ex:remity, Why then hee muſt helpe or nor at | 
all,and ſo he (ould faile them rhar truſt unto bim, * 
When as oneman will not faile another that truſt- | 
eth him, tor that were treachery ſoto doe ; why | 
then much lefle will the Lord faile thee, if thou / 
rely upon him, ifthy hearrcantell thee thou doſt | 
intircly reſt upon him, itis impoſſible hee ſhould | 
faile thee : And therefore he muſt helpe thee at | 
the laſt caſt, orelſcnotatall ; and untill thouarrt 
{o farre gone, thou art net come unto the Mount; | 
for Abraham was three dayes in going the jour- 
ney, and the Lord mighthave revealed it before if 
hee would, but hee did not till he cameto the 
mount : And therefore doe not ſay, now is the ex- 
cremity, and yet the Lord doth not helpe mee, 
when thouart but inthe way , for thou arr nor yet 
cometo the brow of the hill, theu art not at the 
utmoſt partofrhe Mount. 

The Vſeof itjs, toteach us notto make too 
much haſte for deliverance in the time of diſtreſſe, 
butto wait upon the Lord, yea, depend upon his 
providence when wee ſecme to be wirhour helpe : 
If welooke upon the Creature, yet rhenare wee 
{to depend upon the Lord, fo as never tofay there 
isno helpe, bur on the contrary, to lay, 1 wil{rruft 

in him thowzh he kill me; torſo did -1raham =_ 
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To teach us 
notto make 
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\ he was to kill his Senncand yer he had hope: So 

letus, thoughtherewerea thingthat would bee 
our utter undoing if itſhould come on us, yet if 
irdoe come thououghteſt to hope, bgcaule it is the 
Lords mannerto bring his. people to extremities, 
as hereto Abraham: andthe like hce. did to Peter 
when he cameto him on the waters ; for he might 
have holpen him before he beganne to {inke if he | 
would, bur hee did firſt let him ſinke alittle,and 

chenhe holpe him. So whenthe people were at 

the Red Sea,and had no gap to goc outat,then the 
Lord holpe them, by making a way thorow the 
| Sea : Inlike manner he did te 1acob when he was 

returning home from his father in law Zbay, hee 
ſuffered Eſau to comeout againſt him with foure 
hundred men, before hee holpe him ; and who 
would have theught that E/as's mind ſhould haye 
beene ſo ſuddenly turned > But when 1acob was 
broughtts a {treight, then the Lord rurnedall an- 
other way. Andrthe like he did with Davidinthe 
timeof his diſtreſſe, he ler him alene till ;he wa- 
ters were like to goe over him : but when his feet 
had almoſt lipr, in regard of his outward and-in- 
ward troubles, for he was arthe very gorne downe 
tothe grave, thenthe Lord brought his feet our of 
| the Ner, and ſet him at liberty, and tooke him 
out of the waters that he was not drowned : and 
therceforeſtilltruſtin the Lerd, and labour that 
thy faith faile thee not whatfoever thy ſtreights 
be ; for thatwas Peters fault when hee was on 
the water ; for if hee had ſunke, being hee had the 
l ords 
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 pher, andthereforedid nor ſay, Alas,what ſhall I | 
doe for my lands againe ? bur did goe ; and when, 
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ro ſpeake for thewoman; and then ſhee had not 
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{Lords word, hee ſhould have beene fafe enough, 
and therefore had no cauſe to donbt ; and 1o wee 
(ſhould learne to doe, in all our ſtrejghts ſtill to be- 
leeve; which it wedoe, we ſhall finde the Lord 
very exceeding ready tohelpe beyond all that wee 
\canbeable to aske or thinke. 

Scethis in an example ot two, how the Lord 
comes betwixt thecup and the lipas it were, bc- 
ewixt the very lifcing up of the hand to the ſtroke; 
andas in the 1 ext, ſo alſo when the Shmnamitehad | 
'by the command of the Prophet left her land, be-' 
[cauſe of the Faminethat was ts ceme when the 
; ſeven;yeares weredone ; fortheetruſted the Pro- 


ſhee returned, and was goneto the King for her 
| lands againe, at that very inſtant was the King tal- 
king with Eliſhaes ſervant about the greatworkes 
of the Propher, who then told the King of this 
woman and herſoane, confirming that which Ge- 
hezi had ſaid, and Gehezs being preſent to helpe 


onely hr lands reſtored ker, but the fruits of it 
alſo for the whole time of her abſence. So like- 
wiſe when Mordecayes deſtruction was plotted by 
Hama,and ſo ncare brought to paſle, that there 
could bee no hope of helpe on any fide, yet then 
hen Mordecay was aflcepe inthe night, and had 
| madeno plots at all for his fafery, then the Lord 
brought itto pale, for that night theKing conld not 


ſleepe ; then hee mu!t needs call for a booke,and 
| 
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then that above all other bookes, that ſhould bee 
brought, and in that beoke that very plaee to be 
turned to of the treaſen againſt the King, and 
Mordecayes truth and faithtulnefle in diſcovering 
the ſame ; and thatthis ſhould be done at the ve- 
ry extremity, whena day or two after would have 
done him no good, iris worth the conſidering : 
therefore neverdoubr, feare not, buttrutt to the 
Lord in any {treight ; for though hee doth not 


worke miracles now, yer he works wonders, and 
isable todoeas greatthings asever he was, yca, 
anddoth fo too when there is the like occaſion - 
In like manner, when our Saviour Chriſt was 
brought to the very brow of the hill by the peo- 
ple tobe caſt downe from it, why then hee went 
2 way thorow the midſt of them ;- ſo is the 


Lord able to doc with us, and willalloifthere 
bethelike need ; and therefore let us learne to 


vealed, and Paz/ to bedelivered, whenſo many 


had conſpired againſt him,yet we ſee theLord de- 
fore Ictus wait ſtillupon the Lord, for itis but 
the ſtaying til the time be 9u-,and then he that can 
ſave,willfave,and will not tarry, And ſo much for 
| the ſecondthing. 

|  Thelaft point obſervable from theſe words,is, 
That 
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livered him from that great ſtreight; and there-! 


| 
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truſt inthe Lord, andin allthings to depend upon 
him. Qne wonld havethought it impoſſible when : 
forty men had ſecretly vowed neithertocat nor 
; drinke till they had killed Pasl, for that to bee re- | 


that were able enough to deſtroy a poore priſoner 


i 
| 
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That godly mens extremities are but tryals, ſont for 
ther g00d;and wit puniſhments ſent for their hurt and 
ruine. 

The Lord did thisbut to prove Abraham, hee 
meant him no hurtatallinir: And fo the Lord 
doth by afflicting others of his owne people, hee 
doth not meane to hurt themby it, And there- 
(fore when you ſee an aftlition tobe ſo great as if 
it would undoe thoſc on whom itis, yet you ſhall 
ſee in the iflue ir was bur like an evill ; for when 
Abrabam was bid to take his onely Sonne 1/aacke 
\whom hc loved, and offer himin a Sacrifice to 
the Lord, and was ſufferxcd robe thethree dayes 
inthetryall, yet the Lord meant him no hurt ; 
here was indeeda greatapprehention of evill, yet 
itwasnoevill ; butir mighrtas much worke upon 
him'as the evill icfelfe - Eyen ſo ir is with us in 
our afflictions, they are not evils, but meeretry- 


tals, and therefore weare not mich to be diſmay- 


ed for the greateſt afflictions that can befall us in 
the world, becauſethey arc buttrials,that doe bc- 
fallchee from God. 

I, but will ſome ſay, what thall T getby it > 
Why, ſo much that there is ſo littlecauſe ta bce 
ſorry for it, that thou haſt cauſe to rejoyce, if 
thou wouldeft beleeve ; as it is ſaid in the firſt 
of lawes 2. My Brethren, connt it great igy when you 


WET nn Ing 


the purpoſe, for the Lord ſaid hee would prove 
Abraham, and all is no more but to rry us, and 
not todee us any hurt : and this is a 299d reaſon 
| | R 3 why 


fail :nto ajvers trials : Tt is a very fit Text for 


DoF. % 
Godly mens 
EXxtreWitics 
are trials, not 
puniſhments, | 
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We ought to 
reioycean Tit- 
als, becauſe 
the greater 
the tryall is, 
the more vv1ill 
be the good, 


why itis ſo, inthat wce are bid torejoyce init ; 
10w wehaveno cauſe to rejoyce inthat which wil 
 hurtus,nelther will che Lord lay any unreaſonable 
command uponus. | | 
I, but what ifthe tryals bee many > Yet hee 
| bids us rejoyce, thoughrhey be of divers kindes; 
when wee are not onely afflitted in the loſle of 
o00ds, and our friends forſake us, in which wee 
might have ſome comfort, it our healths and 
libcrty might bee enjoyed; orif allcthe ourward 
man were afflicted, yetif the ſpirit were whole 
it would beare out infirmitie, I, but whatif that 
bee wounded too £ Why, if there bee tryals of 
all ſorts,and you fall intothem all, and that of 
a ſuddentoe, as a fall of waves, one comming 
uponthenecke of another as they did upon Jos, 
[yet wee are bid to rcjoyce : Why one would 
| thinke it were enough for a man to bee patient in 
that caſe, yer (ſaith the Apoſtle) you maſt reioyce 
nit; yea,count it exceeding toy: that 15,45 your trials 
; are greater,{o let your joy be greater. 
Why, thatis aftrange command you will ſay- 
[ burthough you ſce not the reaſon of Gods 
Commandements, yet there is agreat reaſon in 
them, which if you ſaw, you weuld keepe them 
maſt willingly. And the reaſon ofthis Command 
is,the greater the tryall is, the more will bee the 
000d, and therefore the merecauſe of joy ; for 
if the molt painefull bee the moſt gainefull,then 
| rhey that have them, havethe greateſt cauſe to re- 
| joyce in them : It was a tryall for Abraham 
to 
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| 
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ro goc from his owne land, and to ca!t out his | 


ſonne Iſmael: I but this was the greateſt, and 
this brought him the greateſt fruit that ever hee 


I, but what is that good ? Why this ; firſt, ir 
(hall increaſe gracein your hearts , for as the gold 
when itis tryed loſeth nothing but drofle, and ſo 


is madethe berterthereby ; ſo it is withour affli- 
ions, for the tryaH{ of owr faith, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
brinzeth forth patience: for the greater thy tryall 
is, the more it ſtrengthens thy faith, ard ſo increa- 
(ech comfort: for when the afflitions of the Apo- 
ſtle abounded, his Conſolation abounded alſo. 
And hence it is that our Saviour Chriſt ſaith,7ov 

all receive an hundred fold withperſecutious ; that 
is, whenthe tryall doth abound,the comfortſhall 
abound. 

Againc, youfhall have the greater wages, for 
when a man hath a friend that hath beene employ- 
ed abou any great thing for him, why the greater 
the rrouble was which hce did undergoefor him, 
the more will hee beebcholding to him, and the 
greater reward will he beſtow upon him ; even 
ſo, th* greater the tryalsarefrom the Lord, the 
grexer benefit will come tous by them, and 
therefore when you ſee the greateſt tryals befall 


the Churchand people of God, bee aſſured by 
this which hath beene faid, that ſome great bene- 
fitis comming to them ; for doe you not thinke 
this is a uſcfull doQrine z it may bee it — 

ome 
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The geodthat 
comes Of try- 
als, is, 

I, Increaſe of 
grace, 


2. Increaſe of 
reward, 
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doc, andtherefore lay ir up before-hand s and 
[er us not thinke of our atflictions as of things 
tha will undoe us, but astryals that will bring 
us proti:c. For as the Spyes that went to Canaan, 
wereof two forts, andlo-ked upon the Gyants 


them ſaid, O the landis a very good land, and in- 
couraged che people to goeupuntoit z and others 
char were afiaid, they laid, nay bur rhe land eats 
up the [n{1:bitants thereof, and diſcouraged the 
peopie ro go2 up into + 1.ven {oiris with many 
amonyſt us, when they ſce afflictions befall the 
Church and people of God, O they preſently 
areatraid,and therefore they lay, Who would bee 
as theſe men 2 lct me be of iuch as be in proſpe- 
ricy and have friends, and ſome that will provide 
for mec : but what isrhe reaſon of this > why 
they ſend forth wrong ſpies, and therefore they 
bring backea falſc report: but if thou wouldeſt 
{end forth thy faith and ſpirirzall wiſdome which 
ought to be inthy heart, then thou ſhouldeſt ſe 
it were no ſuch matter. Aad therefore ler this be 


the Church at this rime, and needfull it is wee 
ſhould ſodoe; for doe you not ſee the dangers 
; that they and weare in, andthe confuſion thar is 
'2lmoſt throughout all Exrope £ yet God hath not 
[forgotten us, neither will he leave us, if wee can 
bur reſt uponhim ; what though there ſhould be a 
| , ſudden 
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| ſome of younow ar this preſent; if not, it may 


that were in it witha doublecye ; and ſo ſome ef 


our practixe concerning the eſtate and conditionof 
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|aff:Red thereby ; for it was Ephraims fault not! 
ro doeit - and thou muſt ſee this diſtreſſe, ſoas { 
{irmay bring thee into the Mount ; for it. is not: 

an extremity ſimply that will cauſe the . Lord 
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ſudden.gh ſothar allThzngs were with us as 
.1t Was.1nd Fj 


c racine ?yert could the Lord brin 
forth {ome good thing out of ir that ſhould tcad 
.muchto his glory andour,geod - Pur the calc 


'Jall were turned uplide downe, as it was in the con- 


tuſed Chaos, wherein heaven and earth was ming- 
lcd rogether, and the waters overcomming all the 
reſt, yet asthen when the ſpirir of the Lord did 
but move upon the waters, .many beautifull crea- 
cures were. brought ferth, and the Sca divided 
from the reft,. thar thoſe waters that ſeemed then 


| to ſpoyle all, ſerves now to water all, and with-! 


out it we cannot be: Even ſo, were the Church 
ia_neverſo.confuſed a condition, yet the Lord 
ſhall ſo order the things that ſeeme to undoe us., 
char they ſhall bring forth ſomething of ſpeciall, 


full the houſe and people of God: and therefore! 


| be not out ef hape whatlecver hefalls thee, one- 
{ly bee humbled; for there is great cauſe foto! 
| be, andthe Lord calls theeto it by kis Miniſters, 

'| and wee are his meſſengers to declare his will, 
|| unto you; and as.we muſt bee humbled and take: 
ro heartthe cauſe of the Church, , ſo wee mult! 
| conſider the time, that wee may -beethroughly 


| 
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{uſe, tharis, ſomething to water and make fruir-|| 


to helpethee ;.. but whenthy ſoule is plowed up 
therewith, and then the - wall caſt. in the' 


| 


ſeed 


— 


Simile. 


ms, 


| ſeed ke ſors thy ſole fat fring 
gainez andtherefore ler us ſtill maintaine 
ope inall conditions whatioever. "And fo for 
| end did I fall upon this Textarthis time, That 
the CMeuns will the Lord be ſeeng. | 


